
 

 

RCW 43.20.050 - STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
 
Powers and duties of state board of health -- State public health report -- Delegation of 
authority -- Enforcement of rules. 
(1) The state board of health shall provide a forum for the development of public health policy in 
Washington state. It is authorized to recommend to the secretary means for obtaining appropriate 
citizen and professional involvement in all public health policy formulation and other matters 
related to the powers and duties of the department. It is further empowered to hold hearings and 
explore ways to improve the health status of the citizenry.  

 (2) In order to protect public health, the state board of health shall:  

     (a) Adopt rules necessary to assure safe and reliable public drinking water and to protect the 
public health. Such rules shall establish requirements regarding:  

     (i) The design and construction of public water system facilities, including proper sizing of 
pipes and storage for the number and type of customers;  

     (ii) Drinking water quality standards, monitoring requirements, and laboratory certification 
requirements;  

     (iii) Public water system management and reporting requirements;  

     (iv) Public water system planning and emergency response requirements;  

     (v) Public water system operation and maintenance requirements;  

     (vi) Water quality, reliability, and management of existing but inadequate public water systems; 
and  

     (vii) Quality standards for the source or supply, or both source and supply, of water for bottled 
water plants.  

     (b) Adopt rules and standards for prevention, control, and abatement of health hazards and 
nuisances related to the disposal of wastes, solid and liquid, including but not limited to sewage, 
garbage, refuse, and other environmental contaminants; adopt standards and procedures 
governing the design, construction, and operation of sewage, garbage, refuse and other solid 
waste collection, treatment, and disposal facilities;  

     (c) Adopt rules controlling public health related to environmental conditions including but not 
limited to heating, lighting, ventilation, sanitary facilities, cleanliness and space in all types of 
public facilities including but not limited to food service establishments, schools, institutions, 
recreational facilities and transient accommodations and in places of work;  

     (d) Adopt rules for the imposition and use of isolation and quarantine;  

     (e) Adopt rules for the prevention and control of infectious and noninfectious diseases, 
including food and vector borne illness, and rules governing the receipt and conveyance of 
remains of deceased persons, and such other sanitary matters as admit of and may best be 
controlled by universal rule; and  

     (f) Adopt rules for accessing existing data bases for the purposes of performing health related 
research.  


